Jericho, Finally! 

Josh 6:1-5, 15-20, 26-27 Now Jericho was shut up inside and outside because of the people of Israel. None went out, and none came in. 2 And the LORD said to Joshua, "See, I have given Jericho into your hand, with its king and mighty men of valor. 3 You shall march around the city, all the men of war going around the city once. Thus shall you do for six days. 4 Seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark. On the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5 And when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, when you hear the sound of the trumpet, then all the people shall shout with a great shout, and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and the people shall go up, everyone straight before him." . . . 15 On the seventh day they rose early, at the dawn of day, and marched around the city in the same manner seven times. It was only on that day that they marched around the city seven times. 16 And at the seventh time, when the priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, "Shout, for the LORD has given you the city. 17 And the city and all that is within it shall be devoted to the LORD for destruction. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall live, because she hid the messengers whom we sent. 18 But you, keep yourselves from the things devoted to destruction, lest when you have devoted them you take any of the devoted things and make the camp of Israel a thing for destruction and bring trouble upon it. 19 But all silver and gold, and every vessel of bronze and iron, are holy to the LORD; they shall go into the treasury of the LORD." 20 So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. As soon as the people heard the sound of the trumpet, the people shouted a great shout, and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they captured the city. . . . 26 Joshua laid an oath on them at that time, saying, "Cursed before the LORD be the man who rises up and rebuilds this city, Jericho. "At the cost of his firstborn shall he lay its foundation, and at the cost of his youngest son shall he set up its gates." 27 So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame was in all the land. ESV

1 Kings 16:34 In his days Hiel of Bethel built Jericho. He laid its foundation at the cost of Abiram his firstborn, and set up its gates at the cost of his youngest son Segub, according to the word of the LORD, which he spoke by Joshua the son of Nun. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

After all of the preparations and consecration of the first five chapters of Joshua, we finally come to the non-stop action of the sixth chapter.  They’ve heard the spies reports, they’ve scoped out the land, and they’ve crossed the Jordan River.  And so here they are:  they have reached their first goal, their aim, their first conquest.  No more planning; no more just sitting around talking about doing something; no more “when we take over the Promised Land.”  Now they can start conquering what God had intended for them to conquer.  The preparation was important because it set them up for future victories, but now it’s time to take Jericho, finally!  That’s a lesson in itself:  prepare thoroughly, but after a while you’ve got to stop preparing for the promises of God and act on those promises and go on and possess them!  There comes a point where it is no longer about preparation but about receiving and you’ve got to do it!  Be sure you prepare thoroughly to receive the Holy Ghost, but don’t just stop with preparation, eventually you’ve got to actually receive it.  I could stay on that one point a while, but Jericho has much more to teach us!  

Before we get to the wall-grinding action, let me point out that nowhere in the Bible does God ever instruct Joshua to take Jericho first.  Apparently it was Joshua that chose Jericho.  I like his faith!  He only chose the biggest, most fortified, strongest, and central city of the land that he was going to conquer and came against it first!  Some of us would have perhaps chosen the little city of Ai first to make sure everything was working right and to make sure that God was on our side, but not Joshua – he looks around and figures out which is the biggest and baddest fortress that the enemy has to offer and heads that way!  And the fact that God backed him up so mightily is proof that God was pleased with his choice of point of attack.  This brings us to our first principle that we can learn from the text and that is:

God likes to work biggest to littlest in our lives.

God prefers to start with the biggies first and to knock them down and then round up all of the little things.  And yet human nature is to take things the exact opposite in direction.  We would like to ease into the things of God.  To ease into changes.  To ease into the battle that living for God brings.  We tend to come to God and bring our fringe issues and our small things before we ever open up and finally let God in to work on our “biggies!”  That’s how the process should work in our minds.  

But not to God!  And not to Joshua!  Joshua is the epitome of faith and courage; he is a perfect representation of what we should be like.  And he picks the biggest walls and the biggest army to take on first because he knows that “if God can give me the victory over Jericho, then all of the other stuff will be a piece of cake!”  “If God can take care of the biggest things, then He can take care of all things!”  And such turned out to be a sound strategy because when Jericho fell, it brought exactly that mindset in the Israelites.  Watching the greatest walls fall first, gave them faith to take on the rest of the enemy that was inhabiting their promises from God!  

But can I remind you that God allows you to choose where to start your conquering?  How you choose to go about it will have a direct impact upon how it goes, but the choice is yours.  God will back you up, but it will be much more exciting and much more faith-filled if you would allow God to work biggest to littlest!  Things would go so much smoother if we would not “nickel and dime God to death” by hiding the big issues from Him.  The big issues are sin and unforgiveness.  Of not being born again of the water and of the Spirit.  Total surrender to His total will for your life:  that gigantic wall that represents a struggle to sell out completely and to give up your mind and way of thinking for His.  Too many Christians come to God and allow Him to deal with surface issues that are all in the shadow of this great big wall of the real issues of their life.  Like Nicodemus, they come to Jesus covertly and sort of feeling Him out on the miracles and stuff and are shocked when Jesus looks at them and cuts to the chase:  “except a man be born again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven.”  Jesus was telling Nicodemus, “forget about all of that Pharisee stuff and miracles and teaching stuff – that doesn’t matter a hill of beans if you are not ready to meet God – you need to be born again of the water and of the Spirit; don’t get the cart before the horse.”  

Some people come to God and they are worrying about whether or not they can keep that scripture over there, or follow that scriptural principle found over here, and yet they are basing upon whether they sell out completely to God upon what they feel about the little issues.  In other words, they are basing whether or not they think the great walls of Jericho can come down in their life, by how God’s doing in these little battles, first.  Such is the language of unbelief and puts God working in a way that is the polar opposite of what He prefers.  God prefers to take the biggies first!  Sell out to God completely and knock down that wall of unbelief first and you will find that all of these other things will be small fry!  Pick Jericho first!  Major on the majors and the minors will take care of themselves!  

______________________________________________________________________

Just because Joshua is the one who chose Jericho doesn’t mean that God doesn’t help him out.  And it is God that speaks to Joshua with very, very strange directions on how to conquer the famed wall if Jericho.  Most of you know the story and so in that familiarity we lose sight of just how strange and unorthodox it was that God would command what He did.  The wall is the issue – the Bible says that Jericho had closed their gates and was completely shut up and trusting in their walls to protect them – destroy their wall and they are an easy prey.  And these are huge walls – walls wide enough to drive chariots around on top – with houses like that of Rahab built into them.  Today, the site of Old Testament Jericho is marked by a huge mound of earth, nature having filled in the cracks over time.  They say the mound is 210 feet high.  That’s the mound of rubble that has lasted until today that is that high!  If that is the size of the refuse, then before they fell, these were some walls and in my natural mind, we can either go over the wall or under the wall.  Either get shovels or catapults.  Or maybe through the wall – get the pickaxe, Levi!  But God comes up with a better plan – we’ll go around the wall!  God’s methods often seem like going in circles to our way of doing things, but God’s methods are so much more effective in the end!

God’s plan is unique, to say the least.  The priests would take up the ark of the covenant – that golden box that represented God’s throne on earth and His abiding presence – and immediately in front of them, seven priests would take seven trumpets of ram’s horns and would blow the trumpets continually as they marched.  The armed men of Israel then made a sort of guard around these priests and this ark – with part of them going to the front to guide their way, and part of the armed men behind them to be the rear guard.  Behind this procession, the people would march and they all would march around the entire city in like fashion.  Furthermore:

Josh 6:10 But Joshua commanded the people, "You shall not shout or make your voice heard, neither shall any word go out of your mouth, until the day I tell you to shout. Then you shall shout." ESV     

I’m sure that they could talk when they got back to their tents later in the day, but on the march around the city, not one of the almost two million Israelites could made a peep!  And so this must have been a strange sight:  the entire nation of Israel shuffling silently around this great, walled city, with only the sound of their feet on the ground and the distant and eerie blasts of the ram’s horns being blown.  We tend to think of the line being like a conga line with people in twos or threes, but the only way all of Israel could fit around this city was to line up by the hundreds and even thousands deep.  And so everyday this formidable procession of several million people shuffled silently around Jericho with that mournful sound of ram’s horns the only definite sound.  What a sight!  What an audio visual lesson by God!  

The first day, they lined up in their procession and went around the city once and returned to their tents.  They did the same on days two through six.  And then on the seventh day, they went around the city seven times and then on the seventh time, when the priests began to blow the trumpets, Joshua gave the command to “Shout!  For the Lord has given you the city!” and that two million strong voice choir shouted with all of their might and God pulled out the rug from under the walls and they collapsed!  

That’s the story in a nutshell, but let us ask ourselves, “Why the strange audio visual lesson?”  What of all the fanfare?  Who was the week-long show for?  It was not for the people of Jericho’s sake, because they were already fearful and defeated in their minds – Rahab told us that, herself.  There was no military purpose to marching seven days around the wall.  God could have done it on the first time or the first day.  So, why the strange commandments?  It was for Israel’s sake!  It was a tremendous object lesson on what it would take to have total victory in their life.  If they were to continue having God supernaturally and miraculously work in their life they would need to learn the lessons that brought such a work!  And so God set up this entire, week-long, object lesson to teach Israel the importance of:


1. Unquestioning obedience
Compare Joshua’ receiving of these strange commands with Moses’ receiving the commandments of God to go lead the people out of Egypt.  Moses had a million questions and excuses as to how such a thing could take place, and yet Joshua receives what are far more stranger commands and never questions them or even raises an eyebrow at them.  It is no accident that God was able to use people like Joshua so mightily, because he simply did what God told him to do without griping or expressing doubt!  

For God to do what He wants to do in your life, it will take you obeying a commandment that you thoroughly do not understand the need for or grasp why it is so important.  There is nothing inherently wrong with asking “why?,” and often there is an answer given in the Bible, but don’t make the mistake of having to know “why” before you do everything that God has said.  Because there will be something that He doesn’t tell you why.  I’ve said it before and I will say it again:  your job is not to understand all things, your job is to obey all things!  

Likewise, the Israelites obeyed without griping or grumbling the strange commandments relayed by their spiritual leader.  They were convinced that Jehovah God was with Joshua and he had led them this far correctly and so they complied with the strange requests with out question!  Such was the response of faith!  

Too often, our questions are simply masking our doubt and unbelief.  I wonder how some of us would have responded if we would have been the ones back then and I got up and announced what we were going to do.  Would we have grumbled about it and came up with all manner of excuses?  “I cannot walk very good, I’ve got this bum leg.”  “Why can’t we talk?”  “Why those stupid ram horns again!?”  “Why are we stretching this out over a week?”  Why?  Why?  Why?  

Let me let you in on a little secret:  Joshua had absolutely no idea why God told him to do all of that.  Sometimes the pastor makes decisions based upon what he feels is the direction that God tells him to go and he cannot explain why either.  Too often our questions of “why?” to a preacher’s decision are just doubt in disguise!  You trusted your pastor to get you this far, why then, do you question him when he relays further instructions that he cannot explain because it’s God’s decision and not his own?  And it is the same today.  Be careful lest an attitude of always having to know “why” before you march get hold of us.  Such is not an attitude of faith!  

This week-long show and tell by God also taught the people the importance of:      

2.    Unity

Everybody marched and they marched together.  It was not the West Point drill team and some made bigger steps than others.  But they were going the same direction and they were supporting each other and all obeying together.  Unity.  

Unity presents an avenue in which God can work mightily!  And the opposite is also true:  disunity presents obstacles to God working mightily!  When  Israel walked together and all got going the same direction, God was able to work!  Such is the same today!  Want God to move mightily in our church?  We must get in “one accord.”  We will always have differences and slight variations in our style of walking, but we must be walking the same direction and supporting each other, striving for the same goal.  

How can we achieve that, preacher?  The same way they did in Joshua’s day:  people must stop talking!  You cannot have unity with people criticizing each other, pointing out each other’s faults, gossiping about each other, and running each other down.  When the people’s mouths are silenced, then does unity come!  When they stopped talking as they marched, two million Israelites got into harmony with each other!  Don’t tell me that we cannot have unity in our church!  There were more than we have here tonight on the Day of Pentecost and they got into “one accord.”  But the secret was that they allowed the Spirit to have complete control of their tongues and it still takes that today!  If you want the walls facing us to come down, you’ve got to get into “one accord” with your brother and your sister!  God will not work greatly among us with out it!  

The seven day long march also showed the importance of:   

3. Praise and worship

Those ram’s horns were used in worship at the Tabernacle and on the various special feast days of Moses’ law.  This was not a normal war-like pattern.  The men of war had swords and they were ready to use and after the walls fell, would be of great use because God decreed that all of the people of the city, including the livestock must be killed.  But until the walls fell, the swords were of little use.  And the walls did not fall until the blowing of the ram’s horns joined in with the exultant shout of the people.  

Never underestimate the power of praise and worship.  We are told in the New Testament that the sword of the Spirit is the Word of God, and the Word of God is a powerful, two-edged tool.  But the Word of God is of little power in a person’s life until the walls that we have between us and God have fallen.  And praise and worship is one way that those walls come down.  It is not by accident that we usually have praise and worship service before the preaching.  Because such prepares us to receive what God has for us.  We have had people in the past attend our church, who totally didn’t get into praise and worship and didn’t see the point.  I’ve known some to show up an hour into the service to make sure that they missed the worship part of the service.  Sadly, virtually everyone of those people are not living for God today and if you were to ask them why, they would say something like, “God didn’t do what He was supposed to do.”  The sword of the Spirit was very ineffective in their lives because of the walls that they kept up.  Praise and worship is the key to the Word of God being able to do what it wants to do!     

Let’s keep going, there’s still some great truths to be found in this march around Jericho.  It also teaches us about:

4. The proper order of God moving in a local church

Everything centered around the ark of the covenant, which represented God’s presence.  But it is interesting that God commanded the priests with trumpets to go before the ark and to lead it.  Everything moved according to the movements and the sounds of the priests blowing the trumpets.  Some men of war were to go ahead of them to protect them with swords and some were to go behind them.  And the people were to follow behind.  Notice:

God’s Spirit only moved if and when the priests blew the trumpets.

Throughout the Old Testament, men of God blowing trumpets is a metaphor for a preacher preaching.  It is a sad but true maxim that I’ve only recently really come to realize that God can only move if the preacher is willing to preach that He can.  God doesn’t move freely in all churches because some preachers don’t preach that God can move freely.  You get what you preach.  And if a preacher will not blow the trumpet as per God’s commands, then God cannot move as He wants because He places Himself behind that man of God with the trumpet.  The man of God can limit or hinder the moving of God’s Spirit by His preaching.  If you find a preacher who preaches all of the Word of God and who preaches believing that God will move, you’d better thank God for him!  It does make a difference!  Everything first depends upon that trumpet blast giving a certain sound!  

The men of God were to be surrounded by men carrying swords.

God’s Spirit can move with only the minister blowing the trumpet, but it is the responsibility of the men of the church to protect that movement and that sound.  We need men who will grasp the sword of God’s Word and get with the pastor and protect the moving of God’s Spirit and the preaching of the Word!  There is an enemy that would love dearly to steal the precious presence and the anointed preaching from our church; it is up to you to make sure that it doesn’t happen!  You can do that by taking up the Word and walking every day with it and guarding against attacks on the moving of the Spirit of God and the preacher!  Don’t fight the preacher, fight for Him!  Such is your place, men!  

The people were to follow in step behind.  

If the preacher will preach with a certain sound and some of the men of the church will back him up, then God’s Spirit will move and it should be no problem getting the rest of the church in step!  But don’t underestimate the power of being a part of God’s church because it was not until the people gave that final shout that the walls fell!  Make sure that you are instep with what God’s Spirit is doing and where the leadership is taking the church and make sure that you are not going the opposite way, because it will be your unified shout that makes the final difference in getting the victory!      

This object lesson also was teaching the Israelites and teaches us something else:

5. With God it’s all or nothing

God doesn’t operate in half-way measures.  He promised all of the land of Canaan to Israel.  He punished all of the unbelievers in the wilderness for their sin.  He demanded that all tribes help in conquering all of the parts of the Promised Place.  He first made sure that all of the males were circumcised.  He told them that all of the Law had to be kept.  That they had to love God with all of their heart.  Here at Jericho, all of the people had to walk.  All of the people had to shout.  All of the unrepentant inhabitants was to be destroyed.  All of the gold and the silver was to be given to God’s house.  

The number seven is not as some people believe, “God’s lucky number.”  Rather it represents in scripture, “perfect completion.”  The seven priests carrying seven trumpets and the seven days and the seven times around on the seventh day represented doing all of what God had commanded, and when they did all, God did all that He had promised to do!  Six trumpets wouldn’t have cut it.  Six times around on the seventh day would have fallen short.  The lesson is clear:  if you want to see God do what He has promised, do all that God has asked you to do!  God will have nothing with half-way.  It’s all or nothing.  Total surrender or no surrender.  If He’s not Lord of all, He is not Lord at all!    

Furthermore, this story shows us the importance of:

6. Finishing what God starts in your life

God knocks the wall down as a result of their praise and worship and complete obedience and yet they have to climb through the rubble and ensure that all of the inhabitants are killed.  They have to find and slay the animals of the city.  God knocks down the walls, but they must with the sword finish off the enemy.  

It is very similar to David and Goliath.  God knocks the giant down by helping that little stone find its mark, but David must run up and grab a sword and finish the enemy off.  So it is with us.  God miraculously knocks the enemy down and gets them in a vulnerable spot, but we must with the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, finish it off.  How many times do people have a great spiritual experience at church and feel like that they’ve made great strides against the spiritual enemies in their life and yet they don’t go on and let the Word of God find root and finish the job, so the enemy still lives and now he’s really mad!?  God can use the preacher’s horn and the praise and worship to knock some things down in your life, but you’ve got to obey the Word of God afterwards and swing that sword to utterly kill it!  Be sure you finish what God starts in your life!  

The destruction of Jericho and the aftermath was also an object lesson in the importance of:

7. Giving God the first fruits

All of the gold and silver and fine clothes and things worth monetary wealth was not to be taken for themselves but God solemnly decreed:

Josh 6:19 But all silver and gold, and every vessel of bronze and iron, are holy to the LORD; they shall go into the treasury of the LORD." ESV

In the remaining campaigns and battles, God will let Israel take the gold and the silver and stuff for themselves.  They will live in houses that they inherit from their enemies and eat from vineyards and gardens planted by the Canaanites.  But here in Jericho, the city is completely destroyed.  The livestock is killed.  The silver and gold and vessels are to be given to God.  Why?  

Jericho was the first city that was conquered and thus was the first fruits.  It was therefore the Lord’s portion, the tithe of Canaan.  God was teaching them very clearly, the first part belongs to Him and the rest goes to the people.  There was a guy who broke this rule, as we will see in the next chapter and God dealt very severely with him.  Giving God what was due to Him was a big deal to God.

Never forget that your tithe belongs to God and not to pay it is to “rob God” (Malachi 3:8-10).  And never forget that tithe is not just a tenth of your income, but the first tenth.  God wanted the firstfruits then and He still deserves it now.  Your tithe check should be the first you write – before you pay the bills.  The first tenth belongs to God.

Furthermore God should get the firstfruits of everything else.  Your most praise should go to Him.  Cheer for your favorite football team if you must, but God forbid that you would get more excited in exclaiming their praise and you do God’s!  Start your day out by talking to Him before you do anything else.  Consult His will before you consult anybody else’s opinion.  Give God your firstfruits and He will give you the rest in a blessed state!  

And the entire story very distinctly declares the truth that:

8. Not everybody will be saved

When the wall fell, Rahab’s part with her scarlet cord hanging faithfully out of her window remained standing and she and her family that was in the house with here were saved from destruction.  They came over and lived in Israel and worshipped Israel’s God and obeyed Jehovah’s commandments.  Everybody else in the city was killed – everybody.  

Before you shake a fist at God and say, “not fair,” remember that everybody had the same opportunity that Rahab had.  All of the city had heard the testimony of what God had done to the Egyptians and in the wilderness.  All heard about the crossing of the Jordan river.  And only Rahab responded with faith.  And God made sure that the spies – who also were messengers of God – found the one woman who responded with faith in the entire city.  If there had been more with faith, God would have made sure that a messenger got to them.  God is fair, but only those who responded with faith and hung the red ribbon out and who came into the house of safety per His plan were saved!  

Don’t get caught up in this nonsense about “what if somebody in the jungle somewhere never gets to hear…”  Usually such debate is just somebody trying to find an excuse to not obey the Word of God on something like baptism or receiving the Holy Ghost.  All of creation testifies that there is a God – that’s Scripture from the first chapter of Romans – and so all men are without excuse.  That’s what God’s Word said.  If they respond to what they have heard with faith, God will make sure that a messenger gets to them to tell them the rest. But if they do not respond in faith, God is right in allowing them to be judged and punished.  Because they refused His offer of salvation!  And without faith it is impossible to please Him!  You – you make sure that you respond with faith to the Word and moving of God!    

______________________________________________________________________

The final lesson of this chapter is found in a horrible curse that was placed upon anyone who dared to rebuild the city.  Joshua said:

Josh 6:26 Joshua laid an oath on them at that time, saying, "Cursed before the LORD be the man who rises up and rebuilds this city, Jericho. "At the cost of his firstborn shall he lay its foundation, and at the cost of his youngest son shall he set up its gates." ESV

It would be exactly 550 years later that a man would dare to do what Joshua  warned against.  We read in our other text and let me read it to you in the NLT:

1 Kings 16:34 It was during his reign that Hiel, a man from Bethel, rebuilt Jericho. When he laid the foundations, his oldest son, Abiram, died. And when he finally completed it by setting up the gates, his youngest son, Segub, died. This all happened according to the message from the LORD concerning Jericho spoken by Joshua son of Nun. NLT

This man was from “Bethel” which means, “the house of God.”  And when he dared to build up what God had brought down in a such a moment of victory, he paid the price in his children.  There are some scholars that believe the Hebrew is worded in such a way that indicates not only his oldest and his youngest died, but his oldest through youngest died.  Either way, he reaped the judgment of God in his children.  And so there are two sobering lessons to be learned from this final scene:

Time does not diminish the importance and potency of God’s Word.

550 years later, that commandment was still just as important as it had been the day that Joshua uttered it!  I’ve heard people say, “well, Jesus said that almost two thousand years ago.”  As if that mattered to its importance or not!  It may have been two millennia ago, but He has yet to come back and so the promises of Grace and the warnings of Grace are still very much in effect!  

And the final lesson is somewhat sobering:

If we go back and resurrect what God has given us victory over, we will pay for it in our children.

Going back on God and trying to resurrect the things that God has delivered you from and trying to go back to sin not only hurts you, but it destroys your children.  Let us not rebuild Jericho!  Let us not be found back at something that we once rejoiced that God delivered us from and yet trying to build it back!  Such are the lessons of Jericho!  Finally!  

